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INTRODUCTION
1.1

This Consultation Statement has been prepared to fulfil the legal obligations of
the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 20121 in respect of the Melksham
Neighbourhood Plan. Section 15(2) of part 5 of the regulations requires that a
Consultation Statement should:





Contain details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the
proposed Neighbourhood Plan
Explain how they were consulted
Summarise the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted
and
Describe how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where
relevant, addressed in the proposed Neighbourhood Plan.

1.2

Section 1 (Pre-Regulation 14 Consultation) gives an overview of the various
consultation events and activities held to date, that led to the production of the
Draft Melksham Neighbourhood Plan and the policies contained within it.

1.3

Section 2 gives an overview of the formal pre-submission consultation, known as
Regulation 14, that was undertaken on the draft Melksham Neighbourhood Plan
and covered an 8 week period over 1 June 2020 – Monday 27 July 2020. This
section includes detail on the consultation; the comments received and resulting
amendments made to the Plan, where appropriate.

1.4

Supporting information relating to this Statement is available on the Melksham
Neighbourhood Plan website: http://www.melkshamneighbourhoodplan.org/

SECTION 1 PRE-REGULATION 14 CONSULTATION
Approach to Consultation
2.1

Throughout the preparation stages of the Melksham Neighbourhood Plan, the
Steering Group have worked hard to engage with residents and various
stakeholders on the progress of the Neighbourhood Plan.

2.2

The Melksham Neighbourhood Steering Group was originally formed in 2012
following several meetings with both Melksham Town Council and Melksham
Without Parish Council to prepare a joint neighbourhood plan. The
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group was originally made up of 10 permanent
voting members as follows:






1

Two representatives each from the Town and Parish Council
One representative from Melksham Area Board
One representative from the Melksham Community Area Partnership
One representative from the business community.
One representative from the health community.

Localism Act 2011
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One representative for environmental and climate change interests
One representative for the historic and built environment

In addition, two officers each from both councils, as well as a representative of
the Wiltshire Council Spatial Planning Team attended meetings.
2.3

During the Plan preparation, the Steering Group created 5 topic groups, following
feedback from members of the public on their priorities, to ensure they were fully
examined and addressed in the context of the detailed guidance contained in the
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and the Wiltshire Core Strategy. The
topic groups were as follows and were made up of members of the wider
community, the ‘lead’ of each topic group then joined the Steering Group:






Employment & Economy
Transport
Housing
Health & Wellbeing
Education

2.4

In August 2017 consultants were appointed to help with public consultation and to
help collate a housing site survey.

2.5

Meetings of the Steering Group were held monthly and open to members of the
public and included a “public participation” section for residents to raise issues or
queries. Agendas and minutes were published on the Neighbourhood Plan, Town
and Parish Council websites. Notices were also posted on various noticeboards
throughout the Neighbourhood Plan area.
Both the Town and Parish Council received the minutes of all Steering Group
meetings at their respective Planning Committee meetings. Regular updates
were provided by Council representatives of the Steering Group or the Clerks at
Full Council meetings.

Consultation Activities
Online
3.1

A Website was created to keep residents up to date with progress and events
promoting the various stages of the plan (see:
http://www.melkshamneighbourhoodplan.org/). Both councils have links to the
Neighbourhood Plan on their own websites.

3.2

Both councils also kept residents up-to-date on progress throughout the time of
plan preparation via social media (Facebook, Twitter and Instagram) and
newsletters. There is also a separate Neighbourhood Plan Facebook group.
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Examples of Facebook Posts

Examples of Twitter and Instagram Posts
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Local Newspapers and Magazines
3.3

Information on consultation events, as well as various articles on the
Neighbourhood Plan were also published in the local Paper, Melksham
Independent News which is circulated to over 13,700+ dwellings every two
weeks, free of charge
http://melkshamnews.com/2016/11/02/villages-to-get-say-on-neighbourhood-plan/
https://edition.pagesuiteprofessional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=13635
e85-0abe-483a-9978-144ba02e729b
(see page 16-17 for Neighbourhood Plan article)
and an article on protecting green spaces within the town:
http://melkshamnews.com/2017/08/30/is-there-a-green-space-in-melksham-youfeel-needs-protecting/
Updates were also provided via regular quarterly council Newsletters of both the
Town Council and Parish Council published in Melksham News throughout the
whole Neighbourhood Plan process and on social media. (Various links provided
in Appendix 1).

Quarterly Newsletter 9 November 2017 Edition of Melksham News
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Quarterly Newsletter 22 November 2018 Edition of Melksham News

Quarterly Newsletter 14 March 2019 Edition Melksham News
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Extract from Quarterly Newsletter 9 May 2019 Edition Melksham News referring
to the Neighbourhood Plan
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Advert in 16 January 2020 Edition of Melksham News

Quarterly Newsletter 26 March 2020 Edition of Melksham News
(due to Covid and the Country going into Lockdown on 23 March 2020 there was
a delay in starting Regulation 14 until June)
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3.4

Information was also provided in several community magazines such as Bowerhill
Villager and Shaw & /Whitley Connect newsletters.

Consultation Events
3.5

A Public consultation Group, was set up on 14 December 2014 reporting to the
Steering Group. The brief for the group was to agree a suggested calendar of
engagement activities, budgetary requirements for hall hire costs, advertising etc.
Various stakeholders were invited to join this group, such as community groups,
schools and charitable organisations. The group early on purchased floor banners
to help promote public engagement events.

3.6

A number of drop-in events were held in the earlier stages of Plan preparation
(2016/17). Care was taken to hold events at various locations within the
Neighbourhood Plan area. (See Table 1 below of the various sessions held).
Consultation also took place at various community events, such as the Christmas
Lights Switch on and Melksham’s Food Festival.

3.7

Consultation events involved members of the steering group posing questions for
members of the public to write comments on against various topics, such as
transport, education, housing, health & wellbeing and employment/economy.

3.8

In order to engage with the younger generation the Steering Group used
Instagram. In order to engage with the older generation, flyers for some events
were also produced. The Steering Group approached Christie Miller Sports
Centre, who distributed flyers with receipts on the group’s behalf advertising
consultation events.

3.9

Consultation events were held on different days and different times of day in
order to attract a wider audience. One of them was timed specifically after the
Remembrance event at 11am on 11 November, as residents would pass the drop
in event on leaving the War Memorial. A summary of all the consultation events is
presented in the evidence base Melksham Issues Consultation Report.

3.10

In November-December 2017 with the assistance of public engagement
consultants, housing sites community engagement took place using an online
survey, hard copies were available in various locations, such as the Town Hall,
Melksham Without offices and the library, for those without access to a computer,
with over 200 people responding to the consultation on future housing growth with
over 1,200 individual comments made. In addition, drop-in sessions were held to
give residents the chance to ask questions and view maps etc in a large scale.
Detailed feedback is available in the evidence base: Community Engagement
Survey on housing sites (2017).

3.11

Feedback from the consultation events was also always given via local
newspapers and social media. The Chairman quoting in the local press “It is
fantastic that so many people got involved in this engagement, as the
Neighbourhood Plan must express the views of the local people and how they
see their area developing in the future”.
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Public consultation events 1 & 2 July 2016
at Melksham Town Hall
Examples of posters, leaflets and advertisements in the local press
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Summary of Events and Activities
Table 1
See ‘Description of Events and Activities’ below for more detail
Date

Location

Activity/Event

27 March 2015
2.00pm-7.00pm

Assembly Hall,
Market Place

Open House Launch
event

28 March 2015
10.00am-2.00pm

Assembly Hall,
Market Place

Open House Launch
event

11 July 2015
12.30pm-3.30pm

Shaw Village Hall

Community Action:
Whitley & Shaw (CAWS)
Community Event

6 September 2015

King George V Park

Stall at Food & River
Festival

19 September 2015

Bowerhill Village Hall

February 2016

Assembly Hall

6 June 2016

Bowerhill Residents
Action Group (BRAG)
Community Group event
– Community
Engagement
Public Meeting on health
issues
Briefing of Melksham
Town Council &
Melksham Without Parish
Council

30 June 2016

Assembly Hall

Melksham Seniors
Community Event

1 July 2016
4.30pm-7.30pm

Melksham Town Hall

Open House
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2 July 2016
10.00am-2.00pm

Melksham Town Hall

Open House

July 2016

Assembly Hall

Melksham Seniors Event

4 September 2016

King George V Park

Food & River Festival

6 September 2016

Assembly Hall

Public meeting on health
issues

5 November 2016
10.00am-12 noon

Shaw Primary School

Open House

8 November 2016
7.00pm-9.00pm

Bowerhill Village Hall

Open House

3 December 2016

Market Place

Xmas Lights Switch-on
event

24 January 2017
6.00pm-8.00pm

Berryfield Village Hall

Engagement Event

9 February 2017
6.00pm-8.00pm

Melksham
Rugby/Football Club,
Oakfields Stadium

Engagement Event

2 March 2017
6.30pm

Assembly Hall

Health Meeting

18 May 2017

Whitley Reading
Rooms

Update at Melksham
Without Parish Council’s
Annual Parish meeting

10 November 2017
4.00pm-7.00pm

Christie Miller Sports
Centre

Drop-in consultation on
housing sites
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11 November 2017
11.30pm-2.30pm

Guides Hut, King
George V Park

Drop-in consultation on
housing sites

6 January 2020
7.00pm

Oakfields Stadium

Update on
Neighbourhood Plan at
Area Board Meeting

Description of Events and Activities
3.13

The Steering Group felt it important that all settlements within the neighbourhood
plan area had an opportunity to be involved therefore various consultation ‘open
house’ events were held in both the town and the parish.

27 and 28 March 2015 ‘Open House’ Launch events held in the Assembly Hall
3.14

These events were the first events held to inform residents and seek their views.
These ‘Open House’ events were held between 2.00pm-7.00pm and
10.00am-2.00pm respectively.

3.15

The hall was laid out as a theatre style arrangement for the ‘launch’ events with a
semi-circle configuration of display panels with various topics on such
as education, housing, transport, health & wellbeing and economy/employment.
Residents provided their views using posit-it notes. Several members of the
Steering Group were on hand to discuss queries.

3.16

Feedback from people who attended indicated that it was generally well received.
This event generated ‘Next Steps’, such as collating the various comments under
the various working group topic headings.

1 and 2 July 2016 ‘Open House’ Event, Town Hall held 4.30pm-7.30pm and
10.00am-2.00pm respectively
3.17

Again several consultation boards were available, with people able to add
comments using post-it notes. Several members of the Steering Group were also
on hand to answer any questions.

3.18

Approximately 400 comments were received from those who attended these
events. With a table being drawn up and divided into various subject headings,
such as housing, transport, education, health & wellbeing and
economy/employment

5 and 8 November 2016 ‘Open House’ Events held 10.00am-12 Midday and
7.00pm-9.00pm respectively
3.19

These events were held in Shaw Primary School and Bowerhill Village Hall from
10.00am-12 noon and 7.00pm-9.00pm respectively. The events were held in
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conjunction with the local action groups CAWS (Community Action: Whitley &
Shaw) and BRAG (Bowerhill Residents Action Group).
3.20

These events were promoted with a half page advertisement in Melksham
Independent News, with articles in various local media, as well as articles in
community newsletters, such as Bowerhill Villager and Connect (Shaw & Whitley
Newsletter) and through the action groups’ networks.

3.21

Both these events were well attended and followed a similar information
format used previously. These events generated plenty of questions and
discussion about various issues, such as health care, employment, education and
transport to name but a few, with people leaving comments and questions on
post-it notes provided.

24 January and 9 February 2017 held 6.00pm-8.00pm and 6.00pm-8.00pm
respectively
3.22

These events were held in Berryfield Village Hall and Melksham Rugby Club,
Oakfields Stadium, respectively.

3.23

Whilst both events were well publicised, with flyers for the event at Oakfields
Stadium in particular being available at various locations, including the fish & chip
shop, Verbena Court (local community centre) and in the local press. The Rugby
Club event was poorly attended, despite the Steering Group’s best efforts, which
was disappointing, as in choosing this venue, it was hoped to attract a lot of the
residents who had recently moved into the East of Melksham estate
(approximately 800 houses). The Berryfield event was held in conjunction with
BASRAG (Berryfield and Semington Road Action Group).

3.24

Again various display boards were available, covering the various topic headings,
with post-it notes being available for people to leave any comments.

10 November 2017 – Christie Miller Sports Centre & 11 November 2017 –
Melksham Guides Hut held 4.00pm-7.00pm and 11.30pm-2.30pm respectively
3.25

Consultation events on the various sites were held at both the Guides Hut, King
George V Park and Christie Miller Sports Centre, Bowerhill. Community
Engagement Consultants, as well as various members of the Steering Group
were in attendance to answer any questions.

3.26

The event at Christie Miller, despite being well advertised in the local press, social
media and patrons of Christie Miller being provided with a leaflet advertising the
consultation events with their receipts, unfortunately the consultation was poorly
attended.

Community Area Board
3.27

6 January 2020 – Melksham Rugby Club, Oakfields Stadium at 7.00pm
Both the Chair and Deputy Chair of the Steering Group attended the meeting to a
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packed audience to address various stakeholders of the wider Melksham
community area and local residents on the progress of the plan.

Chair and Vice Chair of Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, Councillors Richard Wood
and Councillor Tony Watts at the Area Board presentation on 6 January 2020 at
Melksham Rugby Club
Community Events
3.28

The Steering Group also had stalls at various community events within the town
during the plan preparation period, such as the Food & River Festival, Carnival
and Christmas Lights Switch on. These events are extremely popular with 500+
people of various age groups at each event, making it a good opportunity for
Steering Group members to keep people up to date on the progress of the plan
and to seek their views.

3.29

Steering Group members also attended various community events within
Melksham Without during the plan preparation period to update from the
Neighbourhood Plan and take back key information to the rest of the Steering
Group. These included Bowerhill Residents’ Community Action Group event and
CAWS Community event in Shaw, which are also very popular and well
supported by their respective communities.

Public Meetings
3.30

Several Members also attended various public meetings and specific groups,
such as over 55s and health meetings to make them aware of the plan and seek
their views.

Questionnaires
3.31

A questionnaire was also sent to local estate agents seeking their views on the
following with regard to industrial units:


What size units are you experiencing demand for?
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Do you foresee a change in demand as businesses expand or working
practices change?



What specifications and requirements are your enquiries demanding?



How can Melksham ‘win’ business to this area under a SWOT analysis
(strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, threats)



What industry does the proximity of the railway attract?

With regard to retail the following questions were asked:


What size are you experiencing demand for?



As people change their shopping habits and move online how will this change
high street property demand and usage?

Business Survey
3.32

A business online survey was undertaken in late 2015. Various businesses within
the Neighbourhood Plan area were asked to complete the survey.
The survey included various questions such as, sustainable growth of the town
and what the local community could do to encourage local businesses to employ
more local people, how many people were employed by them, what attracted
them to base themselves in Melksham, what facilities did they wish to see
provided locally that would contribute to business life in Melksham.
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SECTION 2 - REGULATION 14 CONSULTATION
Pre-Submission Publicity and Consultation
4.1

The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 states that before
submitting a plan proposal to the local planning authority, a qualifying body must
publicise in a manner that is likely to bring it to the attention of people who live,
work or carry on business in the neighbourhood area:








details of the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan
details of where and when the proposals for a neighbourhood development
plan may be inspected
details of how to make representations and
the date by which those representations must be received, being not less than
6 weeks from the date on which the draft proposal is first publicised
consult any consultation body referred to in paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 whose
interests the qualifying body considers may be affected by the proposals for a
neighbourhood plan and
send a copy of the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan to the
local planning authority.

4.2

This section of the Consultation Statement outlines the approach taken by the
Steering Group to consult on the Draft Melksham Neighbourhood Plan at the
Regulation 14 stage of the process. Several methods were adopted to ensure
that all relevant bodies and parties were informed of the consultation period, as
well as ensuring that local residents were made aware of the consultation period
and provided with opportunities to give their views and comments.

4.3

The Regulation 14 consultation period was initially planned to begin in early April
2020, however the national lockdown due to Covid-19 necessitated a temporary
pause. Consultation was finally launched on 1 June 2020 and ran for 8 weeks
until 27 July 2020. The consultation was extended by 2 weeks (over the statutory
requirement of 6 weeks) to Monday 27 July to ensure that people had sufficient
time to respond during the pandemic. The draft Neighbourhood Plan, draft
Consultation Statement and associated draft evidence base reports were
included in this consultation.

4.4

The decision to proceed with the consultation was given considerable thought
given the situation with coronavirus pandemic and associated restrictions.
Though it was not possible to hold public events nor have hard copies of the Plan
available throughout the consultation period, the Steering Group ensured that
people who lived, worked or carried out business in the area were aware of the
consultation, how to comment and when by.
This was done through a multi-channel approach, from posted leaflets via Royal
Mail, delivered to 12,854 properties, including businesses in the Neighbourhood
Plan area (SN12 6, 7 & 8 postcode areas), to social media and radio. A full
outline of the approach is set out below in paragraph 4.7. People were invited to
call or email with any questions or for support to access the plan and/or
comments form with the offer to post hard copies to those who would prefer to
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receive the documents in that format. Once the publication of the Melksham
Independent News recommenced on w/c 22 June, 13,500 homes and businesses
in the Plan area received the free newspaper and within it, information about the
consultation and the extension to the consultation deadline.

Above: Leaflets, delivered to over 12,000 properties,
including businesses in the Neighbourhood Plan area
4.5

Viewing and Commenting on the Documents. The draft Neighbourhood Plan,
Consultation Statement and associated draft evidence base documents and
feedback forms were available to view and download on the Melksham
Neighbourhood Plan website https://www.melkshamneighbourhoodplan.org/
during Regulation 14 consultation.
People were directed to this page via the Town and Parish Council’s websites:
www.melkshamtown.co.uk and www.melkshamwithout.co.uk
There were over 3,000 visits to the Neighbourhood Plan website by 2,100
different people.
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Above: Screenshot of the Neighbourhood Plan Website
advertising Regulation 14:

Above: Screenshot of Melksham Without Parish Council’s Website, advertising
Regulation 14 Consultation:
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Above: Screenshot of Melksham Town Council’s website, advertising
Regulation 14 consultation:

Above: Screenshot of Melksham Town Council website advertising
extension to consultation:
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Above: Screenshot on Melksham Without Parish Council’s website
showing the Public Notice:
4.6

Contacting Statutory Consultees. The draft Plan and associated documents
were shared with a list of statutory consultees in accordance with the
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 as amended. A copy of the
notification sent to statutory consultees, along with the list of contacts to which it
was sent is available in Appendix 2. Others who expressed an interest in being
kept informed on progress of the Plan were also notified.

4.7

Publicity. The Regulation 14 consultation was publicised through a range of
methods, as detailed below.


Leaflets were delivered to over 12,000 properties by Royal Mail, including
businesses in the Neighbourhood Plan area.
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Articles appeared in Melksham Independent News on 25 June (first edition
after lockdown in March) and 23 July. (Distributed to 13,700+ households in
the Neighbourhood Plan area)

Above: Article 25 June edition of Melksham News
(First edition since Lockdown in March)
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Above: Article Front Page of Melksham News 23 July 2020 Edition
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Above: Article 3 September Edition of Melksham News
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Above: Advert 25 June & 23 July Edition of Melksham News
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Melksham Without Parish Council’s Newsletter 25 June edition of Melksham
News

Above: Melksham Without Parish Council Newsletter
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Article in the Wiltshire Times 1 June.

Above: Screenshot of article in Wiltshire Times Online:






Via Neighbourhood Plan Facebook Page
Leaflets in various locations, throughout the Neighbourhood Plan area such as
Cooke Automotive in Bowerhill, Whitley Golf Club, The Pear Tree in Whitley
and in the Whitley adopted phonebox/lending library.
Through both the Town Council and Parish Council’s websites.
Via Social Media ie Facebook, Twitter and Instagram of both Councils

Above: Screenshot from Melksham Town Council Website
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Information circulated to various community groups such as BASRAG, BRAG,
Beanacre Community Group and CAWS



Melksham Rail User Group Newsletter 1 June 2020:
http://www.mrug.org.uk/mrugnews_202006.pdf

Above: Extract from Melksham Railway Users Groups Newsletter 1 June 2020


Wiltshire Council’s Community Matters (3 June 2020 Edition):
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Press Release sent to local news stations such as BBC Wiltshire, Points West
and West Country and local radio such as Wiltshire Radio.
Various local community groups were contacted.
Businesses where email addresses were available (as well as via leaflet drop
in SN12 6, 7 & 8 postal areas).
Those who had expressed an interest in being kept up-to-date on progress of
the plan, after attending public events or Neighbourhood Plan meetings (162
individuals)
Shared via social media with other local groups: George Ward Garden
Residents Group, Sandridge Place Residents Group, Sham Shout Outs,
Sham Shout Outs Group, Spotted: Melksham Town, Spotted Melksham Town,
Melksham East Residents Group, Sandridge Place Residents Group,
Shurnhold & Roundpond Residents Group, Melksham Community Group,
Melksham Oak School Information Page, Melksham Discussions, Historic
Melksham, Melksham Now and Then, Woodrow and Local Community,
Melksham Frugal Families, Wiltshire Women in Business, Melksham Mums
and Dads Social Group, Primrose Drive, Conigre Mead Nature Reserve,
Rewilding Melksham Area, Shurnhold Fields, Melksham Memories, Melksham
Families, Forest Community Centre and Melksham Business Club
Melksham Town Council Business News Bulletins 4 June, 18 June & 7 July:
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Melksham Town Council Community Newsletter 23 July - Screenshot below
(link to page circulated to 68 community Groups)



Stall at Tuesday Market on 21 July in the Market Place towards the end of the
consultation:

Above: Notification on Melksham Without Parish Council’s Facebook Page advertising
stall at Melksham Market Place


4.8

Notices on various noticeboards within the Neighbourhood Plan area (Approx
15), such as outside both the Town Hall and Pavilion (Melksham Without
offices), Library, Shaw, Whitley, Beanacre, Berryfield and Bowerhill.

As part of the publicity, videos involving various local people and businesses
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were created to promote the plan. These were available to view on the
Neighbourhood Plan website and uploaded to the Town and Parish Council’s
Facebook pages, as well as other social media platforms and attracted the
following views:
Video Name

People
Reached

Video Name

People
Reached

What is a Neighbourhood Plan?

74

Housing

3696

How Does it affect me?

3117

Business Retail

5061

Who is Doing It?

88

Business

4039

How can I be heard?

136

Natural Environment

4478

What Next?

103

Environment (Sustainable
Energy)

2743

Health & Wellbeing

132

Transport

196

Youth & Wellbeing

420

How Does this Plan Affect
Me

Childrens’ Facilities

1943

TOTAL

216

26442

Regulation 14 Consultee Comments and Responses
5.1

Comparison with Regulation 14 responses from other Wiltshire Market towns2
illustrates that the response levels are comparable to formal consultation
undertaken under usual circumstances.
Wiltshire Council congratulated the group on the way the consultation was
conducted and the response it received, given the current pandemic.

5.2

The number of individual responses received to the Pre-Submission Draft
Neighbourhood Plan was as follows:
Number of Statutory Consultee responses received
Number of responses received from developers/landowners

11
11

Calne had a total of 72 respondents (with around 150 individual representations) and Corsham had 75
(with 221 individual representations) at the Reg 14 stage
2
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Number of responses received from local organisations
Number of written responses received from residents

5
69

Total number of responses received

96

The individual responses sometimes referred to multiple policies, therefore the
individual number of representations was just under 300.
5.3

Some of the key general points and suggestions raised during the consultation
included:
 Make it as reader friendly as possible: produce an Executive Summary and
Glossary of Terms
 Include paragraph numbers
 Plan Period should be extended (Wiltshire Council suggested - 2030)
 Wiltshire Council consider that the draft Plan has been prepared positively with
a proactive attitude to achieving the desired outcomes of the parish, and that
care has been taken to understand how the NDP can support the strategic
development needs set out in the WCS and plan positively to support local
development.
 The main issue for residents of Melksham and Melksham Without was the
allocation of housing at Whitley (Draft Policy 7) and the By-pass which is
included as a local priority to engage with but outside of the scope of the Plan,
and many commented on issues related to services, facilities (concern related
to housing growth and facilities such as GP surgeries and schools) along with
Green Infrastructure.
 Developer and landowner representative comments principally related to the
allocation of housing sites around the edge of Melksham with some highlighting
that the neighbourhood plan does not have to wait for the local plan to make
allocations it just needs to demonstrate that there is a need for the sites and
that it is in accordance with the spatial strategy.
 Statutory Consultees were broadly supportive, highlighting points of detail to
improve the Plan content.

Above: Facebook Post – 18 August, showing Members of the Neighbourhood Plan
Steering Group (via Zoom) taking a first look at public consultation comments received
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All comments were logged, along with any suggestions/proposals made by respondents
and can be seen in Appendix 4 (all personal information is redacted) and Appendix 5.
The responses were considered by the Steering Group, and where appropriate,
amendments were made to the Plan and evidence base.
See Appendix 4 for the complete log of comments made and the Steering Group’s
responses where appropriate. The appendix also includes a table to show the
Regulation 14 policies and amended Regulation 15 policies.
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Appendices
Appendix 1 - Articles in the Melksham News
Appendix 2 - Regulation 14 Consultation Material
Appendix 3 – Post Reg 14 Policy Revision Table
Appendix 4 - Overall Responses Table (separate document)
Appendix 5 - Full Responses where Summarised in Overall Table (separate document)
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Appendix 1: Articles from Melksham News
Links to articles on the Neighbourhood Plan:
03/09/20 Edition – digital version: https://edition.pagesuiteprofessional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=89c500b058e1-4b06-be35-1af067351331
Great Response to Public Consultation Article
http://melkshamnews.com/2020/09/02/great-response-to-public-consultation-on-draftneighbourhood-plan/
23/07/20 Edition – digital version: https://edition.pagesuiteprofessional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=c0cd215e4916-4803-920e-003f9d36570a Neighbourhood Plan Advert - Page 6
Still Time to Create a Shared Vision Article on Front Page http://melkshamnews.com/2020/07/22/still-time-to-create-a-shared-vision-for-yourneighbourhood/
Neighbourhood Plan Advert - Page 6 – see digital version.
25/06/20 Edition – digital version: https://edition.pagesuiteprofessional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=cfd640dc8aac-45c8-9fde-bb3627d93991
Article - Page 11 – Help Create a Share Vision for Your Neighbourhood –
see digital version.
Neighbourhood Plan Advert - Page 18 – see digital version.
Melksham Without Parish Council Newsletter - Page 27 – see digital version.
16/01/2020 Edition – digital version: https://edition.pagesuiteprofessional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=13635e850abe-483a-9978-144ba02e729b Neighbourhood Plan Advert Pages 16/17
Residents make their views known over Melksham Neighbourhood Plan – 14/02/18
http://melkshamnews.com/2018/02/14/residents-make-their-views-known-overmelksham-neighbourhood-plan/
‘We need to think outside the box” Resident sparks debate over neighbourhood plan –
13/02/19
http://melkshamnews.com/2019/02/13/we-need-to-think-outside-the-box-residentsparks-debate-over-neighbourhood-plan/
What’s important to you in Melksham? – 04/07/18
http://melkshamnews.com/2018/07/04/whats-important-to-you-in-melksham/
‘We need a vision for Melksham!’ Council to create visionary document for town’s future
– 25/04/18
http://melkshamnews.com/2018/04/25/we-need-a-vision-for-melksham-council-to-createvisionary-document-for-towns-future/
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Still time to add your views about future housing in Melksham - 13/12/17
http://melkshamnews.com/2017/12/13/still-time-to-add-your-views-about-future-housingin-melksham-3/
Is there a green space in Melksham you feel needs protecting? – 30/08/17
http://melkshamnews.com/2017/08/30/is-there-a-green-space-in-melksham-you-feelneeds-protecting/
Neighbourhood plan gets council approval - 04/01/17
http://melkshamnews.com/2017/01/04/neighbourhood-plan-gets-council-approval/
Villages to get say on neighbourhood plan – 02/11/16
http://melkshamnews.com/2016/11/02/villages-to-get-say-on-neighbourhood-plan/
Neighbourhood Plan Open House meeting – 18/05/16
http://melkshamnews.com/2016/05/18/neighbourhood-plan-open-house-meeting/
Help shape Melksham’s future with the neighbourhood plan – 13/01/16
http://melkshamnews.com/2016/01/13/help-shape-melkshams-future-with-theneighbourhood-plan/
New film about Melksham Neighbourhood Plan – 12/08/15
http://melkshamnews.com/2015/08/12/new-film-about-melksham-neighbourhood-plan/
Neighbourhood Plan website goes live – 15/07/15
http://melkshamnews.com/2015/07/15/neighbourhood-plan-website-goes-live/
MELKSHAM 2026: Task Groups tackle Neighbourhood Plan issues – 03/06/15
http://melkshamnews.com/2015/06/03/melksham-2026-task-groups-tackleneighbourhood-plan-issues/
Open House to share ideas on Melksham Neighbourhood Plan – 25/02/15
http://melkshamnews.com/2015/02/25/open-house-to-share-ideas-on-melkshamneighbourhood-plan/
Design a logo for the Melksham 2025 Neighbourhood Plan – 14/01/15
http://melkshamnews.com/2015/01/14/design-a-logo-for-the-melksham-2025neighbourhood-plan/
Community will get their say on Neighbourhood Plan – 22/10/14
http://melkshamnews.com/2014/10/22/community-will-get-their-say-on-neighbourhoodplan/
Neighbourhood plan delay as Melksham councils try to agree terms – 09/04/14
http://melkshamnews.com/2014/04/09/neighbourhood-plan-delay-as-melkshamcouncils-try-to-agree-terms/
Melksham’s councils join forces to plan town’s future – 29/01/14
http://melkshamnews.com/2014/01/29/melkshams-councils-join-forces-to-plan-townsfuture/
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Appendix 2: Regulation 14 Consultation Material

Friday 29 May 2020
Dear Statutory Consultee/Consultee
FORMAL NOTICE OF CONSULTATION ON THE REGULATION 14 STAGE OF
MELKSHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
In accordance with the requirements of Paragraph 1 of schedule 1 of
the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012, I am writing to let you know
that the Melksham Neighbourhood Plan will be out for Regulation 14 Consultation from
Monday 1 June 2020 until 13 July 2020 for a period of 6 weeks.
The decision to proceed with this consultation has been carefully considered, given the
current situation with Covid-19. Though we are currently not able to hold public events
or have hard copies of the draft plan available in public locations, people are invited to
call or email with any questions or for support to access the plan and/or the comments
form. Please keep checking the website for updates.
The draft plan will be available for inspection online at
www.melkshamneighbourhoodplan.org a comments form is also available to download.
If you have any problems accessing the Plan, Comments Form or Evidence Documents
please get in touch so that we can arrange for hard copies to be posted to you and/or a
visit be arranged to view them at the Town Hall or Parish Council office, by appointment.
Please contact:
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Linda Roberts, Clerk, Melksham Town Council:
linda.roberts@melksham-tc.gov.uk or telephone 01225 704187
Teresa Strange, Clerk, Melksham Without Parish Council:
clerk@melkshamwithout.co.uk or telephone 01225 705700

All representations must be received by either Melksham Town Council or Melksham
Without Parish Council no later than midnight on Monday 13 July 2020. All
representations will be available* and will be considered by both Councils in producing
the final plan, which will then be submitted to Wiltshire Council for Regulation 16
consultation and Independent Examination.
(*with personal information redacted). We will share information of who was contacted with Wiltshire
Council to enable contact again at the Regulation 16 stage.

Yours faithfully

Linda Roberts
Clerk
Melksham Town Council

Teresa Strange
Clerk
Melksham Without Parish Council
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Appendix 2 - List of Consultees
Organisation
Local Authority/Planning Authority/Town/Parish
Council
Local Authority/Planning Authority
Wiltshire Council, Spatial Planning

Contacted at Reg
14? (Y/N)

Y
Y

Melksham Town Council (MTC):
Linda Roberts, Town Clerk
Councillor Caroline Andrewes (Resigned)
Councillor Pat Aves
Councillor Sue Brown
Councillor Vanessa Fiorelli
Councillor Jon Hubbard
Councillor Kathy Iles
Councillor Clive Jefferies
Councillor Geoff Mitcham
Councillor Martin Pain
Councillor Hayley Spencer-Illman
Councillor Terri Welch
Councillor Richard Wiltshire
Councillor Tony Watts
Councillor Adrienne Westbrook
Councillor Mike Sankey

Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y

Melksham Without Parish Council (MWPC)
Teresa Strange, Clerk
Councillor Richard Wood
Councillor John Glover
Councillor Alan Baines
Councillor Paul Carter
Councillor Terry Chivers
Councillor Greg Coombes
Councillor Nick Holder
Councillor David Pafford
Councillor Mary Pile
Councillor Robert Shea-Simonds
Councillor Paul Taylor
Councillor Stuart Wood (Resigned)

Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y

Page 40 of 69

Area Board (other than MTC & MWPC):
Councillor Jonathon Seed
Councillor Phil Alford
Area Board Manager

Y
Y
Y

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Members:
Cllr Richard Wood, Chair (MWPC), Education
Cllr Tony Watts, Deputy (MTC)
Shirley McCarthy, Environment
Colin Harrison (Chamber of Commerce)
Mike Sankey, Community Member
Cllr Adrienne Westbrook (MTC)
Cllr John Glover (MWPC)
Cllr Phil Alford, Wiltshire Council
Rolf Brindle, Transport Lead
Teresa Strange (MWPC)
Linda Roberts (MTC)
Lorraine McRandle (MWPC)
Patsy Clover (MTC)
Chris Holden, Community Area Partnership
Mark Ashkowski, Housing Task Group Lead
Nick Westbrook, Health & Wellbeing Lead
Bruce Sanders, Business Group Lead
Selwood Housing

Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y

Other Parish Councils in Area:
Broughton Gifford
Seend Parish Council
Atworth Parish Council
Bromham Parish Council
Lacock Parish Council
Semington
Hilperton
Holt
Bulkington Parish Council
Great Hinton
Keevil
Poulshot
Steeple Ashton

Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y

Other Neighbouring Local Authorities
BaNES

Y
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Gloucester County Council
South Gloucester District Council
Swindon Borough Council
Somerset County Council
Hampshire County Council
Dorset County Council
North Dorset District Council
Oxfordshire County Council
West Oxfordshire District Council
West Berkshire Council

Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y

Swindon & Wiltshire Local Enterprise Partnership
(SWLEP)
Coal Body
Homes & Community Agency
Natural England
Environment Agency
English Heritage
Historic England
Network Rail Infrastructure Ltd

Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y

Strategic Highways Companies and those
adjoining NP area
Highways England
Western Gateway
Marine Management Company

Y
Y
N

Cable companies ie Virgin
Electronics Coms (generic email address
available)
BT
BT Open Reach
See the Light

Y
Y
Y

Mobile Networks:
Virgin
EE
O2
Vodaphone
MBNL
Mobile Operators Association

Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
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Health
Wiltshire Clinical Commissioning Group
Wiltshire Primary Care Trust
Spa Medical Centre
Giffords Surgery

Y
Y
Y
Y

Electricity (Licence gas been granted under
Section 6 etc of Electricity Act 2006
SSE

N

British Gas (Licence has been granted under
Section 7 of the Gas Act 1986
British Gas
Wales & West Utilities

Y
Y

Sewerage and Water
Wessex Water

Y

National Grid

Y

Waterways
Canal & River Trust
Swindon, Wiltshire & Oxfordshire Canal Partnership
Wilts & Berks Canal Trust
BART Bristol Avon Rivers Trust
Wiltshire Wildlife (Clackers Brook project)

Y
Y
Y
Y
Y

Wiltshire Wildlife

Y

SUSTRANS

Y

Education
The Whitehorse Federation

Y

Wiltshire Police

Y

Wiltshire & Dorset Fire Brigade

Y

Air Ambulance

Y

Landowners
Developers

(29 Contacted)
(46 Landowner/
Agents contacted)
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Housing Associations and Management
Companies
Selwood Housing
Whitehorse Housing Association
Housing 21
Aster Housing Group
McCarthy Stone
Greensquare
Sovereign Housing
Lopes Close Residents Association
Voluntary Groups
Melksham & District 55+ Forum
BRAG
CAWS
BASRAG
Melksham Railway User Group
Melksham Chamber
Melksham Community Area Partnership
TransWilts
Bowerhill Village Hall
Shaw Playing Fields
Whitley reading rooms
Rachel Fowler centre
ATC
Melksham and District Girl Guides
Shaw and Whitley toddler group
Bowerhill Scouts
Young Melksham
Happy circle Day Centre
Group five
Relate Mid Wiltshire
Melksham Community bus
Shaw and Whitley connect
Life Education Wiltshire
AFC Melksham (Disabled Football)
Melksham Rugby Club
Melksham amateur swimming club
Shaw and Whitley friendship club

Y
Y
Y
Y

N
Y
Y
Y

Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
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Melksham tourist information centre
Shaw and Whitley Garden club
Atworth youth group
Age UK Wiltshire
Army Cadets (Melksham Detachment)
Badminton Association, Wiltshire Branch
Bobby Van Trust
Cactus & Succulent Society
Carnival
Christmas Lights Group
Community Safety Group
Conigre Mead Nature Reserve
Country Dancers
Crazy About Knitting Club
Fitness and Friendship Club - run by Age UK
Floral Arrangement Society
Food and River Festival
Friends of Melksham Hospital and Community
Gardeners' Society
Great Western Coffee Shop Forum
Grecophiles Social Club
Historical Association
Hope Debt Advice
Lions Club of Melksham
Model Car Club
Netball Club
Palestinian Support Group
Parent Carer Council
Parochial Church Council of The Ecclesiastical Parish
of Melksham, in the Diocese of Salisbury
People First
Read Easy
Reengage
Remembers
Rotary Club
Shed Club
Sight
Singin' Group
Spencer Melksham Bowls Club - Mens and Ladies
Tennis Club
United Church Mother and Toddler Group LITTLE
GEMS
Wilts Special Needs Fun Days

Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
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Religious Groups
Melksham Family of Churches:
St Michael’s & All Angels
St Andrews
St Barnabas, Beanacre
St Anthony’s
Melksham United Church
Melksham Baptist Church

Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y

Other Churches/Groups:
Christ Church, Shaw
Core Church
Good News Church
Ebenzener Baptist Church, Union Street
Queensway Chapel
Christian Fellowship
All Nations Christian Fellowship
Redeemed Christian Church of God
West Wiltshire Multi Faith Forum

Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y

Racial Groups:
Wiltshire Bangladeshi Association
Wiltshire Ethnic Cultural Society

Y
Y

Requested to be kept in Touch on NP Progress
163 People who either attended Neighbourhood

Y

Plan meetings or consultation events were
contacted at Regulation 14 with 9 people responding
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List of Businesses contacted*
Art House Café
Melksham Independent News
Market Place Dental Practice
Total Carpets and Flooring
Lloyds TSB Bank
Co-op Travel
Tops Hair
Five Star Nails
West Country Jewellers
Kingstons
Melksham Insurance Brokers
PSP Group/ Heywood Financial Limited
Lock & Key
Mind Charity Shop
Dorothy House (clothing)
JMS Carpets and Flooring
Co-op Funeral Care
The Acropolis
Eagle IT Support
Roundhouse
The Post Office
West Country Educational Agency
Melksham Tourist Information
The Melksham Tandoori
AJB - Bewley and Merrett Funeral Directors
South of Heaven Body Art
Dorothy House (Furniture)
I D Newman & Son
Bliss
Nationwide Building Society

Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
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Kavanaghs
The Hiding Place
Grylls Adams
Boots The Chemist
The Coventry
News Box
Haine & Smith Opticians
Greggs
South West Amusements
Iceland
WJ Beavan
Griffs Barbers
Costa
Cinnamon
Gompels
William Hill
Bluebell Ladieswear (Now closed)
Edwards Stationery
Aziz Barbers
The Works Hairdresser
The Toy Shop
Sports Bug
D.J.Bewley
Conservative Club
Hairtek
Revive CBD
Inked
Flowers in Focus
Specsavers
All Things Chic
The Grapes

Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
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The Peking Chef
USA Nails
The Bear (Wetherspoons)
Goughs Solicitors
Sultan
The Fine Barber Co
Cats Action Trust
Wiltshire Framing
Hair at 13
Chop Suey House
Sainsbury's
Domino's Pizza
Clarkies Unisex Hair Styling
Libra Hair Studio
Melksham Beauty Clinic
Pets Town (Now closed)
M & H Hair Salon
Two Little Ducks
Tile & Bathroom Centre
Cobblers Bench
Alba Restaurant
CJ Dog and Cat Grooming
Briggsy's Barbershop
Feet First
Andy York Photography
Waitrose
Antico Caffé
Chicken Hut
Beautique
Fisheries
Computer Hut

Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
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Y

Hale Vetinary Group

Y

Melksham Liberal Club & Institute

Y

Melksham Dental Practice

Y

Peacocks (Now closed)

Y

Card Factory (Now closed)

Y

San Marco (Now Casa)

Y

The Kebab House

Y

G Hatto Barber Shop

Y

Buds Bar

Y

Library

Y

Melksham Kitchen and Appliance Centre

Y

Nettl (Moved to Bowerhill)

Y

Marjo Fashions

Y

Card and News Centre

Y

Savers

Y

The Parsons Nose

Y

Harmony

Y

Barnet and Co Accountants

Y

Flower Care

Y

Poundstretcher

Y

Sound Marketing

Y

Angell Motors

Y

CM3

Y

Secondhand Emporium

Y

Bob Missen and SA Engineering

Y

S A Engineering

Y

Henry's Café

Y

Devlin Bridal Couture

Y

Belle of the Ball Bridal
Nixon & Shaw
Chick-o-land

Y
Y
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Kings Arms Hotel
A.R. Jaffray
Market Lounge
LA Diner
Super Gift Mobile and Accessories
Rachel Fowler Centre
Melksham Family Chiropractic Centre
Wansboroughs
Regency Dental Practice
Backhouse Bet
The Original Factory Shop
Golden Falls Restaurant
Monahans
Kings Gourmet
Bangladeshi Centre
Strictly Angies Hairdresser
King Street Curios
Samovar
Melksham Arcade
Glow
Refa Tandori
Total QSR
New Resource
C.S Property
Bailey Employment Services Ltd.
Melksham Blue Pool
Melksham Assembly Hall
1st Choice Skips
A B Gerrish Ltd
ABC Nursery
Absolute Power Tools

Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
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Accord Office Supplies Ltd.
Agrispares
Arrow Radiators Ltd
Artisan Hire Centre
ATI Strellram
Audi VW Cars
Body Shop Accident Repair & Valet Centre
Bodycare Accident Repair Centre (Dents)
Boomerang
Bowerhill Trade Centre
Buildbase
C & P Medical Trading Ltd.
Checkmate Flexible Engineering
Citaglen
Claremont Automatics Ltd.
D A Archive Solutions
Dance Direct
Denmans Electrical Wholesalers Ltd.
DHF Engineering
Dispak Ltd
E & H Dry Lining & Plastering Ltd
Garage on the Hill (part of JC Group)
Genesis Manufacture
GWF Nutrition
Honeysuckle Garden Products Ltd.
Ian Berg Plastics Ltd.
JACS
JC Cleaners
Keith Lye Motor Vehicle Engineering
Kens Cars
Kristek Precision Ltd

Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
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LH Artlett
LHDA Ltd.
Lowfield Ltd. (FAWT Greenhouses)
Melksham Motor Spares
Midwest Racing
NRS Specialist Services
Playforce Ltd
Premier Form Tools
Q Tech Auto Services Ltd
Qdos Homes
R S Precision
Richmond Precision Services
Roundstone Catering & Vending Equipment
Smithpack
Superior
Swiftech
Travis Perkins
Universal Tool Hire & Supplies
Valldata
Western Mechanical Handling Ltd
Wiltshire School of Gymnastics
Asda
Leekes
Aldi
Lidl
McDonalds
Herman Miller
Artis
Avon Rubber PLC
Avonside Engineering
Building Business Bridges

Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
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Crossfit Civitas
G Plan Upholstery
Great Bear Distribution Ltd
Greenearth Food Packing Co.
Guys Magnets Ltd
K9 Protector
Morsecurity
Plastic Engineering Solutions
Prism Office Supplies
Red Direct Marketing
The Milk Churn Pub
Weger Air Solutions
Premier Form Tools
Roundstone Catering
Garage on the Hill
G W F Nutrition
Boels Rental
A L King Roofing
Lovejoys
Knorr Bremse
Grip It
II Vello d'Oro
Beechfield House
Shaw Country Hotel (Closed)
Conigre Hotel
Procol
Old Mill Finance
Coombe Diary

Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
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Appendix 3 - Post Reg 14 Policy Revision Table

Regulation 14 Policy
Draft Policy 1: Sustainable Design and
Construction
We will support development and
infrastructure proposals that contribute to
the Wiltshire wide target of becoming
carbon neutral by 2030. To support this
target all new development should be:
i.
ii.

iii.

iv.

designed to maximise green
infrastructure to sequester
carbon;
located where the proximity to
services and facilities, or the mix
of uses in the development,
minimises the need to travel by
private vehicle;
designed and laid out to harness
opportunities to mitigate
greenhouse gas emissions and
to adapt to the effects of a
changing climate.
designed and constructed in
accordance with the Energy
Hierarchy principle of reducing
energy demand (e.g. through
materials with high thermal
capacity and good insulation),
producing, supplying and using
energy efficiently and cleanly, as
well as generating energy
through zero or low carbon
means and use onsite or nearby
wherever feasible.

Applicants are encouraged to use
appropriate sustainability assessment tools
such as the Building Research
Establishment’s Environmental Assessment
Method (BREEAM), Home Quality Mark for
residential development and/or CEEQUAL
(or equivalents) for infrastructure
development.

Revised Policy for Submission
Policy 1: Sustainable Design and Construction
We will support development and infrastructure
proposals that contribute to Wiltshire Council’s
aim of becoming carbon neutral by 2030. The
design and layout of any new development should
therefore aim to meet a high level of sustainable
design and construction and be optimised for
efficiency, targeting zero carbon emissions. This
includes:
I.
II.

III.
IV.

maximising green infrastructure to
sequester carbon and provide other
benefits such as shade;
demonstrating good connections to
existing services and facilities, or a mix of
uses in the proposed development that
minimises the need to travel by private
vehicle;
demonstrating opportunities to mitigate
greenhouse gas emissions and to adapt to
the effects of a changing climate;
illustrating application of the Energy
Hierarchy principle of reducing energy
demand (e.g. through materials with high
thermal capacity and good insulation),
producing, supplying and using energy
efficiently and cleanly, as well as
generating energy through zero or low
carbon means (through, for example
maximising south facing areas of roof
space to collect solar energy) onsite or
nearby.

For major applications, applicants are encouraged
to use appropriate sustainability assessment tools
as part of reaching of the process of reaching
high levels of sustainable design and construction
such as the Building Research Establishment’s
Environmental Assessment Method (BREEAM),
Home Quality Mark for residential development
and/or CEEQUAL (or equivalents) for
infrastructure development.
Innovative approaches to the construction of low
carbon homes which demonstrate sustainable
use of resources and high energy efficiency levels
will be supported. For example, construction to
Passivhaus standards
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Draft Policy 2: Flood Risk and Natural
Flood Management
All new development will be expected to
include measures to reduce the rate of
rainwater run-off in order to mitigate flood
risk. Development proposals will be
supported where they:
i.

demonstrate how surface water
and associated run-off can be
drawn into the ground in a
sustainable way for surface
treatments in residential,
commercial and public parking
areas;
ii.
demonstrate, where applicable,
that existing land drainage and
ditches are safeguarded to
ensure that any sustainable
surface water outfalls are not
lost, and iii. include water re-use
measures, unless not reasonably
practicable.
As part of a Natural Flood Management
feature, all major development
proposals must include provision of
Green Infrastructure such as informal
spaces for outdoor recreation and
wildlife.

Revised Policy 2 (NOTE: now Policy 3 in the
Submission Plan): Flood Risk and Natural
Flood Management
All new development must include appropriate
measures to align modern drainage systems with
natural water processes to mitigate any flood risk.
Development proposals will be supported where
they:
I.
II.

III.

IV.

V.

are located where the risk of flooding
(from all sources) is lowest;
demonstrate how surface water and
associated run-off can be drawn into the
ground in a sustainable way for surface
treatments in residential, commercial and
public parking areas;
demonstrate, where applicable, that
existing land drainage and ditches are
safeguarded to ensure that any
sustainable surface water outfalls are not
lost;
utilise re-use of rainwater wherever
possible, but where discharged, should be
done as high up the drainage hierarchy as
possible by aligning modern drainage
systems with natural water processes.
demonstrate efficient water usage to no
more than 110 litres per person per day
for new residential development and all
new non residential development of 1000
square metres gross floor area or more
should meet the BREEAM 'excellent'
standards for water consumption.

All major development proposals must include
provision of Sustainable Drainage Systems
(SuDS) as part of the Natural Flood Management
approach and wider Green Infrastructure network
delivering multiple benefits, such as improving
water quality and water quantity, recreation and
biodiversity.

Draft Policy 3: Local Renewable and Low
Carbon Energy Generation
Renewable and low carbon energy
generation projects that are led by or benefit

Major development proposals (full and outline)
should also demonstrate that the SuDS comply
with CIRIA Guidance, and to demonstrate that an
adequate area has been reserved for storage
volumes without requiring inaccessible slopes.
Revised Draft Policy 3 (NOTE: now Policy 2 in
the Submission Plan): Local Renewable and
Low Carbon Energy Generation
Renewable and low carbon energy generation
projects that are led by or benefit local
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local communities will be supported subject
to the following criteria:
i.
ii.
iii.

the siting and scale of the
proposal is appropriate to its
setting;
the proposal does not create an
unacceptable impact on the
amenities of local residents, and
the proposal does not have an
unacceptable degree of impact
on a feature of natural or
biodiversity importance.

Schemes where the energy produced can
be used on or near the generation
site/where energy storage is incorporated
will be strongly supported.

Draft Policy 4: Ultra Low Emission
Vehicle Charging

communities will be supported subject to the
following criteria:
i.
ii.
iii.

the siting and scale of the proposal is
appropriate to its setting;
the proposal does not create an
unacceptable impact on the amenity
and safety of local receptors, and
the proposal does not have an
unacceptable degree of impact on a
feature of natural or biodiversity
importance.

Schemes where the energy produced can be
used on or near the generation site/where energy
storage is incorporated will be strongly supported.
Renewable and Low Carbon Energy Generation
not led by local communities will also be expected
to set out responses to the above criteria.

No changes proposed to the policy.

All new houses with on-plot parking spaces
and/ or garages should provide
appropriately located charging technology
for charging low emission vehicles, such as
an electric car charging point. Where
shared or off-plot parking spaces are
provided, provision must be made for
charging vehicles in locations that do not
create unsafe pedestrian movement.
Planning applications that propose new
employment, leisure or retail developments
are also encouraged to provide charging
facilities for staff and / or other users.
Draft Policy 5: Pre-application
Community Engagement

Revised Policy 5: Pre-application Community
Engagement

Applications that can demonstrate early,
proactive and effective engagement with the
community will be looked on more
favourably than applications that have not.

In order that development proposals for outline or
detailed planning applications, together with
‘reserved matters’ applications can demonstrate
early, proactive and effective engagement with
the community, applicants are strongly
encouraged to follow the Pre-application
Community Engagement Protocol as included in
Appendix 1 of this Neighbourhood Plan as a way
of facilitating constructive and proportional
engagement of the Town and Parish Council and
the local community.

Potential applicants bringing forward
development proposals are strongly
encouraged to follow the Pre-application
Community Engagement Protocol as
included in Appendix 1 of this
Neighbourhood Plan, and as adopted by
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Melksham Town Council and Melksham
Without Parish Council.
Draft Policy 6: Housing in Defined
Settlements

Revised Policy 6: Housing in Defined
Settlements

We will support proposals for small ‘windfall’
housing development within the settlements
of the Plan area, where they conform with
the policies of the Development Plan and
where they:

We will support proposals for sustainable housing
development within the defined settlements of the
Plan area, where they:

i.

ii.

iii.

accord with the limits of
development provisions of
Wiltshire Core Strategy Core
Policy 2;
include a suitable mix of house
types, sizes and tenures
informed by and addressing the
current and demonstrable needs
for the area within which the site
is located in accordance with
Wiltshire Core Strategy Core
Policy 45 (Meeting Wiltshire’s
Housing Needs), and
have regard to the character and
quality of the surrounding area.

In accordance with Wiltshire Core Strategy
Core Policy 2, development will not be
permitted outside the settlement boundaries
other than in circumstances as permitted by
other policies within the Core Strategy. At
the small villages, development will be
limited to infill within the existing built area,
or where appropriate outside the built area,
but well connected to it, as a rural exception
site to provide affordable housing to meet
identified local needs.

i.
ii.

iii.

accord with the limits of development
provisions of Wiltshire Core Strategy
Core Policy 2;
include a suitable mix of house types,
sizes and tenures informed by and
addressing the current and
demonstrable needs for the area within
which the site is located in accordance
with Wiltshire Core Strategy Core
Policy 45 (Meeting Wiltshire’s Housing
Needs), and
have regard to the character, quality
and amenity of the surrounding area.

In accordance with Wiltshire Core Strategy Core
Policy 2, development will not be permitted
outside the settlement boundaries other than in
circumstances as permitted by other policies
within the Core Strategy. At the small villages,
development will be limited to infill within the
existing built area, or where appropriate outside
the built area, but well connected to it, as a rural
exception site to provide affordable housing to
meet identified local needs.
Affordable housing provision will be required in
accordance with Core Policy 43 which sets out
when this is required and indicates the
proportions which will be sought from open
market housing development.
In principle, support will be given to proposals for
custom or self-build projects in locations where
new residential development is acceptable.
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Draft Policy 7: Allocation of Land at
Middle Farm, Corsham Road, Whitley

Revised Policy 7: Allocation of Land at Middle
Farm, Corsham Road, Whitley

Land at Middle Farm, Corsham Road,
Whitley is allocated for development of
approximately 18 (eighteen) dwellings.

Land at Middle Farm, Corsham Road, Whitley is
allocated for development of approximately 18
(eighteen) dwellings.

Proposals will be expected to conform with
the criteria below and relevant policies
within the Development Plan.

Proposals will be expected to conform with the
criteria below and relevant policies within the
Development Plan.

Site requirements:

Site requirements:

i.
ii.

iii.

iv.

incorporate a Local Equipped
Area for Play
incorporate habitat creation that
achieves an overall net
enhancement to biodiversity on
site;
be accompanied by an approved
landscape conservation scheme
that retains and secures the
sustained management of
existing hedgerow boundaries,
provides new hedgerow and tree
planting on the eastern and
northern boundary of the site,
and provides a 15m minimum
landscaped buffer along the
western boundary of the site,
south of Top Lane;
be of an appropriate layout,
form, appearance and materials
that protects the amenity of
existing neighbouring residents,
reinforces and enhances the
historic form and character of
Whitley and conserves the rural
setting of the site;

I.

II.

III.

IV.
V.
VI.

The development will deliver
approximately 18 dwellings
30% of which will be affordable
homes in conformity with
Wiltshire Core Strategy Core
Policy 43.
Proposals will be accompanied
by a landscape conservation
scheme that retains and
secures the sustained
management of existing
hedgerow boundaries
The developable area will be
contained within land south of
the junction with Top Lane and
a c15m minimum landscaped
buffer along the western and
eastern boundary of the site
incorporating new hedgerow
and tree planting.
Incorporation of a Local
Equipped Area for Play
Habitat creation that achieves
an overall net enhancement to
biodiversity on site;
Be of an appropriate layout,
form, appearance, materials
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v.
vi.

vii.
viii.

provide a single vehicle access
to Corsham Road to an
adoptable standard;
include appropriate mitigation
measures to prevent an increase
in flood risk within the site or
elsewhere.
retain and enhance the existing
public right of way along the site
northern boundary, and
incorporate accessible public
green space to the north of the
site, north of Top Lane.

VII.

VIII.
Applicants bringing forward development
proposals for this site are strongly
encouraged to follow the Pre-application
Community Engagement Protocol as in
Policy 5 and included in Appendix 1 of the
Neighbourhood Plan.

IX.

and landscape treatment that
protects the amenity of
neighbouring residents and
enhances the form and
character of Whitley and
conserves the rural setting of
the site;
Include appropriate mitigation
measures to prevent an
increase in flood risk within the
site or elsewhere and provide
multifunctional benefits of
amenity and biodiversity.
Provides a single vehicle
access to Corsham Road and
enhanced pedestrian crossing
facility to an adoptable
standard.
Retain and enhance the
existing public right of way
along the site northern
boundary, and incorporate
accessible public green space
to the north of the site, north of
Top Lane.

Draft Policy 8: Infrastructure Phasing
and Priorities

Revised Policy 8: Infrastructure Phasing and
Priorities

To ensure the sustainability of housing
development, proposals must consider,
assess and address their necessary
infrastructure requirements and plan any
related programmes of work in parallel with
the housing to ensure that infrastructure
keeps pace with the needs of the
community.

To ensure the sustainability of housing
development, proposals must consider, assess
and address their necessary infrastructure
requirements and plan any related programmes of
work in parallel with the housing to ensure that
infrastructure keeps pace with the needs of the
community.

Infrastructure requirements in proportion to
their scale and in accordance with Wiltshire
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Core Strategy Core Policy 3 and the
Wiltshire Planning Obligations SPD will be
charged through the Community
Infrastructure Levy (in addition to those to
be delivered through planning conditions or
section 106 agreements).
All Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
receipts passed to either Melksham Town
Council or Melksham Without Parish
Council will be used to address the
increased demands that new development
places on the civic infrastructure, for the
benefit of the Joint Neighbourhood Plan
area, focusing on the facilities /
infrastructure and communities most
impacted by the new development.
A Joint Plan area Statement of
Infrastructure Priorities for infrastructure
needs and improvements will be reviewed
annually and agreed jointly between the
Town and Parish Councils. The broad
infrastructure categories are:
- Social infrastructure: e.g.
Community Facilities
- Physical infrastructure: e.g.
sustainable transport link and town
centre regeneration
- Green infrastructure: e.g. continued
investment in the Riverside
Millennium Walk / Shurnhold Fields
etc.
- Other project areas: e.g. community
energy

Infrastructure requirements in proportion to their
scale and in accordance with Wiltshire Core
Strategy Core Policy 3 and the Wiltshire Planning
Obligations SPD will be charged through the
Community Infrastructure Levy (in addition to
those to be delivered through planning conditions
or section 106 agreements).
All Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) receipts
passed to either Melksham Town Council or
Melksham Without Parish Council will be used to
address the increased demands that new
development places on the civic infrastructure, for
the benefit of the Joint Neighbourhood Plan area,
focusing on the facilities / infrastructure and
communities most impacted by the new
development.

Draft Policy 9: Town Centre

Revised Draft Policy 9: Town Centre

Development proposals within the Town
Centre Commercial Area as defined in
Wiltshire Core Strategy (see figure 9) will be
supported provided the use:
i.
will sustain or enhance the range
or quality of shopping provision
and does not harm the vitality
and viability of the town centre;
ii.
is in keeping with the scale and
character of the centre and
conserves or enhances the
Conservation Area

Development proposals within the Town Centre
Commercial Area as defined in Wiltshire Core
Strategy (see figure 9) will be supported provided
the use:
I.
will sustain or enhance the range or
quality of shopping provision and does
not harm the vitality and viability of the
town centre;
II.
is in keeping with the scale and
character of the centre and conserves
or enhances the Conservation Area;
III.
considers access to public transport
and car parking

Proposals for development or change of
use of ground floor frontages within the
defined town centre primary frontages (see

Proposals for development or change of use of
ground floor frontages within the defined town
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figure 9) will be supported where they retain
or enhance the continuity of active ground
floor shop front uses.

centre primary frontages (see figure 9) will be
supported where they retain or enhance the
continuity of active ground floor shop front uses.

Proposals that make greater use of upper
floors of town centre premises, including for
offices, small businesses and residential
use with independent access, will be
supported where they sustain or enhance
the vitality of Melksham town centre and
enhance the quality of the host building.

Proposals that make greater use of upper floors
of town centre premises, including for offices,
small businesses and residential use with
independent access, will be supported where they
sustain or enhance the vitality of Melksham town
centre and enhance the quality of the host
building.

Development proposals will be supported
where they make a positive contribution to
conserving and enhancing the appearance
and quality of primary frontages and
waymarked town centre routes.

Development proposals will be supported where
they make a positive contribution to conserving
and enhancing the appearance and quality of
primary frontages and waymarked town centre
routes.

Edge of Centre Development

Edge of Centre Development

Proposals for retail development within or
adjacent to edge of centre locations
(defined as being 300m from the
Commercial Area Boundary) will be
supported when:

Proposals for retail development within or
adjacent to edge of centre locations (defined as
being 300m from the Commercial Area Boundary)
will be supported when:
v.

i.
ii.
iii.

iv.

the proposal would not harm the
vitality and viability of the town
centre’s shopping role;
there are no suitable and viable
sites available within Primary
Retail Frontages;
the development is easily
accessible by foot or bicycle on
waymarked routes from the town
centre, and
the development makes
adequate provision for car
parking and access. Proposals
which fail the sequential test or
are likely to have a significant
adverse impact on the Town
Centre will not be supported.

Town Centre Expansion
Proposals for the redevelopment of existing
employment uses within edge of centre
locations must be considered on the basis
of their relationship to the existing town
centre and the potential to expand the town
centre.
Town Centre Master Plan

vi.
vii.
viii.

the proposal would not harm the
vitality and viability of the town centre’s
shopping role;
there are no suitable and viable sites
available within Primary Retail
Frontages;
the development is easily accessible
by foot or bicycle on waymarked
routes from the town centre, and
the development makes adequate
provision for car parking and access.
Proposals which fail the sequential test
or are likely to have a significant
adverse impact on the Town Centre
will not be supported.

Town Centre Expansion
Proposals for the redevelopment of existing
employment uses within edge of centre locations
must be considered on the basis of their
relationship to the existing town centre and the
potential to expand the town centre.
Town Centre Master Plan
Melksham Town Council will produce a Town
Centre Masterplan to guide and inform future
town centre development. Once published,
proposals within the town centre and within 300m
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Melksham Town Council will produce a
Town Centre Masterplan to guide and
inform future town centre development.
Once published, proposals within the town
centre and within 300m of the existing
boundary should demonstrate how they
contribute to the delivery of the town centre
vision and objectives.

of the existing boundary should demonstrate how
they contribute to the delivery of the town centre
vision and objectives.

Draft Policy 10: Employment Sites

Revised Policy 10: Employment Sites

Proposals for employment development
within Melksham and Melksham Without will
be supported subject to compliance with all
relevant development plan policies.
Proposals for the retention, regeneration
and intensification of previously developed
employment land are particularly
encouraged. Two main areas of
employment land in the Plan area are:

Proposals for employment development within
Melksham and Melksham Without will be
supported subject to compliance with all relevant
development plan policies. Proposals for the
retention, regeneration and intensification of
previously developed employment land are
particularly encouraged. Two main areas of
employment land in the Plan area are:
c) Business Parks

a) Business Parks
The appropriate redevelopment of
brownfield sites within the business park
areas (shown as the Principal Employment
Areas on figure 9) for employment uses
falling within Classes B1, B2, and B8 of the
Use Classes Order will be supported where
the proposed development will generate the
same number, or more, permanent full time
equivalent jobs than could be expected from
the existing, or any potential employment
use.
b) Town Centre
The appropriate redevelopment of
brownfield sites within the town centre
areas (shown as the Commercial Area
Boundary on figure 9) involving change of
use to retail, commercial and other main
town centre uses falling within Classes A1,
A2, A3, A4, B1, D1, and D2 of the Use
Classes Order will be supported where the
proposed development will generate the
same number, or more, permanent full time
equivalent jobs than could be expected from
the existing, or any potential employment
use, subject to road safety, parking and
environmental considerations.
Proposals for start-up and small businesses
are particularly encouraged to enable the

The appropriate redevelopment of brownfield
sites within the business park areas (shown as
the Principal Employment Areas on figure 7) for
employment uses falling within Classes B1, B2,
and B8 of the Use Classes Order will be
supported where the proposed development will
generate the same number, or more, permanent
full time equivalent jobs than could be expected
from the existing, or any potential employment
use.
d) Town Centre
The appropriate redevelopment of brownfield
sites within the town centre areas (shown as the
Commercial Area Boundary on figure 7) or edge
of centre locations involving change of use to
retail, commercial and other main town centre
uses falling within Classes A1, A2, A3, A4, B1,
D1, and D2 of the Use Classes Order will be
supported where the proposed development will
generate the same number, or more, permanent
full time equivalent jobs than could be expected
from the existing, or any potential employment
use, subject to road safety, parking and
environmental considerations.
Proposals for start-up and small businesses are
particularly encouraged to enable the growth of a
range of new employment opportunities.
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growth of a range of new employment
opportunities.
Draft Policy 11: Sustainable Transport
and Active Travel

Revised Policy 11: Sustainable Transport and
Active Travel

All developments must be planned in line
with the Sustainable Transport Hierarchy.
Applications for major development must
demonstrate through an effective travel plan
how sustainable transport modes in the
Plan area are maximised and that safe and
suitable access can be achieved for all
people.

All developments must be planned in line with the
Sustainable Transport Hierarchy. Applications for
major development must demonstrate through an
effective travel plan how sustainable transport
modes in the Plan area are maximised and that
safe and suitable access can be achieved for all
people.

Further improvements to the accessibility
and to the quality of Melksham Railway
Station environment, as a key element in
our sustainable transport network, will be
strongly supported.

As a key element in our sustainable transport
network, further improvements to the accessibility
and quality of the links between the wider town
and Melksham Railway Station will be strongly
supported. Improvements to the quality of the
public realm around the station, will also be
strongly supported.

Draft Policy 12: Green Infrastructure

No changes to the policy proposed

Development that will result in the creation
of new Green Infrastructure (GI) and/or
contribute to the protection, management,
enhancement and connecting of existing GI
and individual GI assets and priorities as
shown on figure 11 will be supported.
Proposals for major developments must be
accompanied by:
i.
ii.

a plan of the existing GI within
and around the development
site, and
information demonstrating how
GI has been incorporated into
the scheme in order to increase
function and improve
connectivity of GI through the
site and beyond to identified
priorities and assets.

Draft Policy 13: Biodiversity

Revised Policy 13: Biodiversity

Development proposals will be expected to
demonstrate the provision of a net gain in
biodiversity through enhancement and
creation of ecological networks within and,

Development proposals, including field based
solar farms will be expected to submit a
Biodiversity Net Gain Plan to demonstrate at least
a 15% improvement in “biodiversity value” within
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where appropriate, beyond the site through
measures that should include:
i.

ii.
iii.

iv.

maximising opportunities to
enhance and create links
between ecological networks
and habitats of principal
importance;
the creation of links both on-site
and, where possible, with nearby
features;
improvements to the quality of
existing GI, including local
networks and corridors,
specifically to increase their
attractiveness as a recreation
opportunity and their value as a
habitat for biodiversity, and
protection and improvement to
access to and connectivity
between existing and planned GI
in the Plan area to develop a
continuous and integrated
ecological network.

Draft Policy 14: Open Spaces

and, where appropriate, beyond the site in order
to deliver tangible benefits for biodiversity in the
Plan area.
To ensure that there are no residual adverse
impacts resulting from a proposed development,
where in exceptional circumstances the reasons
for the proposed development clearly outweigh
the value of the ecological feature adversely
affected and there are no appropriate alternatives,
the adverse impacts of the development must be
proportionately addressed in accordance with the
hierarchy of: mitigation, compensation and finally
offsetting.
Protection and enhancement of statutory and
non-statutory nature conservation sites is a
priority for the Plan area and development
proposals must demonstrate sensitive responses
to these sites where necessary, such as a buffer
zone.

No changes to the policy proposed. Resolution of
Plan Figure 13 (and others) to be resolved

We will only support development proposals
involving the whole or partial loss of existing
open space as shown on figure 13 and
detailed in the Green Infrastructure Report
where:
i.

ii.

an assessment of open space
provision, using the quantity and
access standards for open space
as set out by Wiltshire Council,
has identified a surplus in the
catchment area to meet both
current and future needs, and full
consideration has been given to
all functions that open space can
perform, and
any replacement facility (or
enhancement of the remainder
of the existing site) provides a
net benefit to the community in
terms of the quality and
accessibility of the open space
by walking or cycling.
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Draft Policy 15: Community Facilities

Revised Policy 15: Community Facilities

Proposals involving the loss of community
facilities as identified in the Community
Facilities Report will not be supported
unless it is clearly demonstrated that:

Proposals involving the loss of community
facilities as identified in the Community Facilities
Report will not be supported unless it is clearly
demonstrated that:

i.
ii.
iii.

alternative provision is made
elsewhere in the Plan area; or
there is no longer a need to
retain the use; or
where a primary function is
commercial but the use performs
a social or community role, the
use is no longer economically
viable.

Proposals for new community facilities in
the Plan area will be supported where the
applicant can demonstrate the need and
benefits of the proposed facility, or where
replacement or enhanced facilities are
proposed as mitigation against the loss of
any of any community facilities within the
Plan area.
New community facilities should be located
where there is a choice of travel options and
should be accessible to all members of the
community

i.

adequate alternative provision exists
with walking distance, or will be
provided in an equally accessible or
more accessible location within a
walking distance of 800metres; or

ii.

it has been demonstrated that it would
not be economically viable, feasible or
practicable to retain the building or site
for its existing use; in such cases
evidence must be provided to confirm
that the property or site has been
effectively marketed for a period of at
least six months.

Proposals for new community facilities in the Plan
area will be supported where the applicant can
demonstrate the need and benefits of the
proposed facility, or where replacement or
enhanced facilities are proposed as mitigation
against the loss of any of any community facilities
within the Plan area.
New community facilities should be located where
there is a choice of travel options and should be
accessible to all members of the community.
Proposals for partnership working with national or
local agencies to develop strategic community
facilities to meet the identified needs for the Plan
and wider surrounding areas will be supported.

Draft Policy 16: Trees and Hedgerows

Revised Policy 16: Trees and Hedgerows

Ancient and Veteran Trees:

Ancient and Veteran Trees:

Development resulting in loss or
deterioration of irreplaceable habitats of
ancient woodlands (as shown in figure 11)
and ancient or veteran trees found outside
ancient woodland, will not normally be
permitted, unless the need for and benefits
of the development in that location clearly
outweigh the loss.

Development resulting in loss or deterioration of
irreplaceable habitats of ancient woodlands (as
shown in figure 11) and ancient or veteran trees
found outside ancient woodland, will not normally
be permitted, unless the need for and benefits of
the development in that location clearly outweigh
the loss. A minimum buffer of at least 15 metres
in width should be maintained between ancient
woodland and any development boundary. A
buffer zone around an ancient or veteran tree
should be at least 15 times larger than the
diameter of the tree.

Other Existing Trees and Hedgerows:

Page 66 of 69

Development that damages or results in the
loss of trees of good arboricultural and
amenity value will not normally be
permitted. Existing trees and hedgerows on
development sites should be retained where
possible and incorporated as placemaking
features in new development. Where there
is an unavoidable loss of trees on site, the
number and type of replacement trees
should be informed by the quality and size
of trees lost. Integration of existing
hedgerows into private curtilage must be
avoided where possible.

Other Existing Trees and Hedgerows:
Development that damages or results in the loss
of trees of good arboricultural and amenity value
will not normally be permitted. Existing woodland,
trees and hedgerows on development sites
should be retained where possible and
incorporated as placemaking features in new
development. Where there is an unavoidable loss
of trees on site, the number and type of
replacement trees should be informed by the
quality and size of trees lost. Integration of
existing hedgerows into private curtilage must be
avoided where possible.

New Trees:
New tree planting in development proposals
and across the Plan area will be supported.

New Trees:
New tree planting in development proposals and
throughout the built and natural environments of
the Plan area will be supported.

Draft Policy 17: Landscape Character

Revised Policy 17: Landscape Character

We will support development that:

Development will be expected to:

i.

ii.

iii.

integrates natural features such
as trees, hedgerows and the
local river systems that
contribute to both the landscape
character and setting of the
development;
demonstrates that the whole
scheme, including hard
landscape and planting
proposals, draws on local
landscape characteristics and
features through reference to
relevant existing landscape
assessments, supplemented by
any additional site specific
assessments, and
responds sensitively to the
transition between settlement
edge and countryside and
maintains the separate identity of
the settlements in the Plan area.

iv.

v.

vi.

integrates natural features such as
trees, hedgerows and the local river
systems that contribute to both the
landscape character and setting of the
development;
demonstrates that the whole scheme,
including hard landscape and planting
proposals, draws on local landscape
characteristics and features through
reference to relevant existing
landscape assessments,
supplemented by any additional site
specific assessments, and
responds sensitively to the transition
between settlement edge and
countryside and maintains the
separate identity of the settlements in
the Plan area.

Draft Policy 18: Locally Distinctive, High
Quality Design

Revised Policy 18: Locally Distinctive, High
Quality Design

Melksham Town Council and Melksham
Without Parish Council will support
development that contributes positively to

Melksham Town Council and Melksham Without
Parish Council will support development that
contributes positively to the conservation,
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the conservation, enhancement and
extension of Melksham’s quality of place
and local distinctiveness.
Development proposals must demonstrate
how they have been informed by the Rapid
Community Character and Distinctiveness
Statement which will be used to inform
assessment of scheme design proposals.
Applicants should to submit a design
compliance statement to demonstrate how
a proposal has responded positively to the
character of the area in which it is located.
Development proposals within Melksham
and Melksham Without’s settlements must
conserve the positive character and
contribute to enhancing the quality and
distinctiveness of the host neighbourhood
area or village.
Proposals for major development must
demonstrate through a masterplan how the
proposed development layout, building
designs, materials and detailing
complement and extend the positive
characteristics of Melksham and Melksham
Without’s settlements and landscape.

enhancement and extension of Melksham’s
quality of place and local distinctiveness.
Development proposals within Melksham and
Melksham Without’s settlements must conserve
the positive character and contribute to enhancing
the quality and distinctiveness of the host
neighbourhood area or village.
In addition to having regard to the National
Design Guidance and Wiltshire Council design
policy, development proposals must demonstrate
how they have reinforced the character of the
area and immediate context and responded
positively to guidance set out in been informed by
the Rapid Community Character and
Distinctiveness Statement which will be used to
inform assessment of scheme design proposals.
Except for minor and household planning
applications, applicants should submit a design
compliance statement to demonstrate how a
proposal has responded positively to the
character of the area in which it is located.
Development proposals within Melksham and
Melksham Without’s settlements must conserve
the positive character and contribute to enhancing
the quality and distinctiveness of the host
neighbourhood or village.
Proposals for major development must
demonstrate through a masterplan how the
proposed development layout, building designs,
materials and detailing complement and extend
the positive characteristics of Melksham and
Melksham Without’s settlements and landscape.
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Draft Policy 19: Local Heritage

Revised Policy 19: Local Heritage

Proposals for development within the
Melksham Conservation Area must show
how they enhance and protect the
characteristics and special qualities that
make up the architectural and historic
character.

Proposals for development within the Melksham
Conservation Area must show how they enhance
and protect the characteristics and special
qualities that make up the architectural and
historic character.

For other areas of local heritage
importance, together with buildings or
structures that are noteworthy as unlisted
local heritage assets as illustrated in the
Community Character and Distinctiveness
Statement, development proposals must
demonstrate what consideration has been
given to:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

the asset or area itself;
its most distinctive and important
features;
the positive elements of its
setting and immediate
surrounds, and
the contribution the asset and its
setting makes to the character of
the local area (whether in the
Conservation Area or not).

For other areas of local heritage importance,
together with buildings or structures that are
noteworthy as unlisted local heritage assets as
illustrated in the Rapid Community Character and
Distinctiveness Statement, development
proposals must demonstrate what consideration
has been given to:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

the asset or area itself;
its most distinctive and important
features;
the positive elements of its setting and
immediate surrounds, and
the contribution the asset and its
setting makes to the character of the
local area (whether in the
Conservation Area or not).
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